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This native bush is situated at Piarere, on the west side of the Tauranga-Piarere 
State Highway, one mile from the junction of the latter with the Hamilton-Rotorua 
State Highway. 

Its height above sea level is slightly less than 325ft. 

The area of the bush is approximately 8 acres, and it is almost flat. 

The soil is not as wet now as it was when I first examined the bush twelve years 
ago, because deeper drains have been made to lead away the water that comes from 
the higher ground bordering the western side. 

Old residents say that fifty years ago this part of the Hinuera Valley was a 
kahikatea swamp, and the owner (Mr J. G. Arnold) fears that if he felled the 
remaining bush, the land would revert to swamp. 

Among the ignimbrite rocks lying to the west of the bush there are plants that 
are no longer to be found in the main part. Examples are: Trichomanes reniforme, 
Tetrapathaea tetrandra, Weinmannia racemosa, Neopanax arboreum, Schefflera 
digitata , Leptospermum scoparium, Freycinetia banksii, Knightia excelsa. 

The bush has been open to farm stock for fifty years (probably far longer), yet 
the total number of species left in it and on the rocks nearby is 99. 

Special Features 

1. The occurrence of seven species of podocarps in this small area. 

2. The remarkably great height of the kahikatea trees, much over 100ft, and 
their closeness to one another. As a result, only a few have a branching habit and 
epiphytes are correspondingly scarce. 

3. The great number of pokaka trees ( Elaeocarpus hookerianus) on the eastern 
side of the bush. Some are unusually high, with trunks over 2£ft in diameter. 

4. The profusion of divaricating shrubs, especially Melicytus micranthus, 
Melicope simplex , Paratrophis microphylla, small-leaved species of Coprosma, and 
juvenile Podocarpus spicatus. In this respect, and in several others too, the appearance 
of the interior is very like that of the Claudelands Bush,f in Hamilton. 


t See Bibliography. 
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5. There is not one adult tree-fern in the main bush, and not one nikau. Cattle 
and other farm stock are responsible for this condition. 

6. The following are absent: Laurelia novae-zelandiae, Coprosma australis, 
Coprosma lucida, Lophomyrtus bullata, Metrosideros perforata, Oplismenus un - 
dulatifolius and Alseuosmia spp. 

7. There is a fair regeneration of all the podocarps except kahikatea. 

Nomenclature 

I have followed the nomenclature of Allan’s “ Flora of New Zealand,” Volume I, 
but have had to rely mainly on Cheeseman’s “ Manual of the New Zealand Flora ”, 
1925 edition, for the naming of the Monocotyledons. In every case I have quoted 
an authority. 


The Species 

The abbreviations following the names and the authorities have these meanings: 
A, abundant; C, common; O, occasional; R, rare. 


Ctenitis decomposita (R. Br.) Cop.—O 
— glabella (A. Gunn.) Cop.—G 

Athyriaceae 

Athyrium australe (R. Br.) Presl—G 


OSMUNDACEAE 

Todea hymenophylloides A. Rich.—O 

Hymenophyllaceae 

Hymenophyllum sanguinolentum (Forst. 
f.) Swartz—R 

— demissum (Forst. f.) Swartz—G 
Trichomanes venosum R. Br.—R 

— reniforme Forst. f.—O 

Dicksoniaceae 

Dicksonia squarrosa (Forst. f.) Swartz—O 
Cyatheaceae 

Cyathea dealbata (Forst. f.) Swartz—O 

POLYPODIACEAE 

Pyrrosia serpens (Forst. f.) Ching—A 
Phymatodes scandens (Forst. f.) Presl—C 

— diversifolium (Willd.) Pic. Ser.—G 

Thelyptertoaceae 

Thelypteris pennigera (Forst. f.) Allan 
— G 

Pteridaceae 

Pteridium aquilinum (L.) Kuhn var. 
esculentum (Forst. f.) Kuhn—O 

Aspleniaceae 

Asplenium lucidum Forst. f.—O 

— falcatum Lam.—O 

— bulbiferum Forst. f.—O 

— bulbiferum var. tripinnatum Hook. f. 

— ° 

— hookerianum Gol.—R 

— flaccidum Forst. f.—G 

Blech naceae 

Doodia media R. Br.—O 
Blechnum filiforme (A. Cunn.) Ettings- 
hausen—A 

— capense (L.) Schlecht.—O 

— lanceolatum (R. Br.) Sturm—O 

Dryopteridaceae 

Polystichum vestitum (Forst. f.) Presl—R 


Adiantiaceae 

Pellaea rotundifolia (Forst. f.) Hook.—G 

PODOCARPACEAE 

Podocarpus dacrydioides A. Rich.—A 

— spicatus R. Br. ex Mirbel—G 

— ferrugineus G. Benn. ex D. Don—R 

— totara G. Benn. ex D. Don—O 

— hallii Kirk—O 

Dacrydium cupressinum Lamb.—O 
Phyllocladus trichomanoides D. Don in 
Lamb.—O 

Pandanaceae 

Freycinetia banksii A. Gunn.—R 
Gramineae 

Microlaena avenacea Hook. f.—G 

— stipoides (Labill.) R. Br.—O 

Cyperaceae 

Uncinia riparia R. Br.—G 

— ? leptostachya Raoul—C 
Carex geminata Schkuhr—O 

Juncaceae 

Juncus polyanthemos Buchenau—O 
Liliaceae 

Ripogonum scandens J. R. et G. Forst.— 
R 

Cordyline australis Hook. f.—A 
Astelia solan dri A. Cunn.—R 
Collospermum hastatum (Gol.) Skottsberg 
—° 

Dianella intermedia Endl. var. norfolk- 
ensis F. B. H. Brown—R 

Orchidaceae 

Earina mucronata Lindl.—O 

— autumnalis (Forst. f.) Hook. f.—O 
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Thelymitra longifolia J. R. & G. Forst.— 
R 

Lauraceae 

Beilschmiedia tawa (A. Gunn.) Benth. et 
Hook. f. ex Kirk—O 

Litsea calicaris (A. Gunn.) Benth. et 
Hook. f. ex Kirk—R 

Monimiaceae 

He dye ary a arborea J. R. et G. Forst.—R 

Ranunculaceae 

Clematis paniculata Gmel.—O 

— forsteri Gmel.—R 

PlPERACEAE 

Macropiper excelsum (Forst. f.) Miq.—R 
Gruciferae 

Cardamine debilis Banks ex DC.—G 
VlOLACEAE 

Melicytus ramiflorus J. R. et G. Forst.—G 

— micranthus Hook. f.—A 

POLYGONACEAE 

Muehlenbeckia australis (Forst. f.) 
Meissn.—C 

Geraniaceae 

Geranium australe Nees in Lehm.—O 

Oxalidaceae 

Oxalis corniculata L.—O 

Onagraceae 

Epilobium rotundifolium Forst. f.—O 
Fuchsia excorticata (J. R. et G. Forst.) 
Linn. f.—O 

CORIARIACEAE 

Coriaria arborea Lindsay—O 
Pittosporaceae 

Pittosporum tenuifolium Sol. ex Gaertn.— 
R. 

— eugenioides A. Gunn.—R 
Passifloraceae 

Tetrapathaea tetrandra (Sol.) Gheesem. 
— O 

Myrtaceae 

Leptospermum scoparium J. R. et G. 
Forst.—R 

Metrosideros diffusa (Forst. f.) Smith—A 
Elaeocarpaceae 

Elaeocarpus dentatus (J. R. et G. Forst.) 
Vahl—R 

— hookerianus Raoul—A 


Aristotelia serrata (J. R. et G. Forst.) 
W. R. B. Oliver—O 

Cunoniaceae 

Weinmannia racemosa Linn. f.—R 
Escalloniaceae 

Carpodetus serratus J. R. et G. Forst.—O 
Rosaceae 

Rubus schmidelioides A. Gunn.—C 

— australis Forst. f.—G 

Acaena anserinifolia (J. R. et G. Forst.) 
Druce—O 

Moraceae 

Paratrophis microphylla (Raoul) Ckn.— 
O 

Rutaceae 

Melicope simplex A. Cunn.—G 
Araliaceae 

Schefffera digitata J. R. et G. Forst.—R 
Neopanax arboreum (Murr.) Allan—O 
Pseudopanax crassifolium (Sol. ex A. 
Gunn.) G. Koch—G 

Epacridaceae 

Cyathodes fasciculata (Forst. f.) Allan 
—G 

Myrsinaceae 

Myrsine salicina Hew. ex Hook. f.—R 

— australis (A. Rich.) Allan—G 

Oleaceae 

Gymnelaea cunninghamii (Hook f.) L. 
Johnson—O 

— lanceolata (Hook, f.) L. Johnson—C 
Loganiaceae 

Geniostoma ligustrifolium A. Gunn.—R 
Apocynaceae 

Parsonsia heterophylla A. Gunn.—G 

— capsular is (Forst. f.) R. Br.—O 

Rubiaceae 

Coprosma rotundifolia A. Gunn.—O 

— tenuicaulis Hook. f.—C 

— areolata Gheesem.—O 

— rhamnoides A. Gunn.—O 

— robusta Raoul—O 

Nertera depressa Banks et Sol. ex Gaertn. 
—R 

— dichondraefolia (A. Gunn.) Hook. f. 

—R 

SCROPH ULARIAGEAE 

Hebe stricta (Benth.) L. B. Moore—O 


Bibliography 

Gudex, M. G. The Native Flora of Claudelands Bush. Trans. Royal Soc. N.Z., Vol. 83, Part 2. 

M. G. Gudex, 

6 Union Street, 

Hamilton. 


